FARINELLI QUESTIONNAIRE
Farinelli is a mostly speculative account of the life of Carlo Broschi, the most famous castrato of the 18th century, sprinkled with some known facts about his working and personal life. Today we view the practice of castrating young boys to preserve their high singing voices as barbaric. It was indeed viewed the same way in the 18th century. Italy was almost alone in this practice. There were some famous composers, such as Rossini and Haydn, who narrowly escaped castration, due to their beautiful singing voices. There is a recording available on YouTube of the last known working castrato, Alessandro Moreschi, who sang in the Sistine Chapel choir – the recording was made in the first years of the 20th century.
Each question is worth 20 points. Please answer as fully as possible – the more you write the better. Points will be deducted for spelling, grammar, and punctuation mistakes at a rate of one point per error, including repeated errors of the above. Points will be deducted for answers short of the question minimum at a rate of one point per word.

1) Given the historical context of this film, would you have any sympathy for the parents of children who were given up for castration? Explain your reasoning. (50 words or more)
2) Which musical scene in this film affected you the most and why? (50 words or more)
3) What character in this film did you admire/love/hate/pity the most and why? You may choose one or more of these choices. (50 words or more)

4) Choose one scene from the film in which the music played a particularly strong role. How did the music add to the drama of the scene? Be specific. (50 words or more)

5) Write a short review of this film overall. What would you say to someone who has never seen the film? Would you recommend it to them or not? Give specific examples to back up your thoughts. (50 words or more)

